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Construction issues (continued)

‘Drip’ beads and treatment at DPC

Render to frame

Window and door heads

Eaves

Keeping render 150 mm
above ground level will
reduce any
discolouration from
splashing. A French drain
against the wall will
further reduce splashing.

Note: it is important that
the heel of the ‘drip’
bead is on or slightly
above DPC.

DPC must always come
through the render.
Never render over the
DPC.

Thicknesses of plinths
are limited. For deeper
details the substrate
should be built out.
Consider specialist
waterproofing renders.A stop bead at this point will support the

DPC and assist in application.

Consider painting,
as discolouration
is always likely.
Consider specialist
waterproofing
renders.

The profile of the drip
bead at the base of high
level panels throws
water away from finishes
below.

Render should never
bridge the DPC.

150 mm

Rendering below DPC level is always likely
to be damp and discolour. For this reason

the Codes of Practice maintain that it is
best avoided. However, the following

options may be considered where it is
unavoidable.

See also ‘Window and
door heads’

Generous overhangs, in the region of
300 mm, are recommended to both
protect the vulnerable top edge of the
render and prevent staining at the eaves.

Tile edge may be finished in the
traditional manner or with a purpose
made ‘dry verge unit’.

However, where the overhang is
dispensed with and ‘dry verge units’ are
used tight against the rendering, staining
may occur if the units leak water down
the face of the render.

300 mm 300 mm

Cracking is inevitable at the point where
render meets a frame. Whatever the
frame is made of, the two materials will
move at different rates.

A positive detail.
Recommended for areas of high exposure.
Gap may be formed with a stop bead or temporary timber batten.

Steel lintels Concrete lintels

Paint unrendered head

A stipple coat such as
weber.rend aid should
be used to provide a key
to concrete.

Angle bead fixed to
facilitate sloping head
to form drip at face.

The visual impact of weep
holes in the face of the
render can be avoided by
draining the cavity
through the head.

Cavity
drain

Alternative detail




